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WHAT is a Club Newsletter?

It’s a Marketing Tool!



WHAT is a Club Newsletter?

Periodic written communication

Of the club

By the club

For the club
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Why do a Club Newsletter?

 INFORM

 IMPRESS

 IMPROVE



Why do a Club Newsletter?

 INFORM

 IMPRESS

 IMPROVE

Captures the club culture

Records history of milestones

Brings all members up-to-date

Lets prospective members
research the club



Why do a Club Newsletter?

 INFORM

 IMPRESS

 IMPROVE

Shows the club as active, vibrant

Fosters goodwill from members

Motivates members to do more

Persuades guests



Why do a Club Newsletter?

 INFORM

 IMPRESS

 IMPROVE

Makes you a better writer

Members aim higher

More potential guests 
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How to publish a Club Newsletter?

PDF

Direct



How to publish a Club Newsletter?
PDF
Create Google group 

All club members
Anyone else

For each newsletter issue:
Create Word doc locally
Print as PDF
Email PDF as attachment to Google Group



How to publish a Club Newsletter?
Direct
Sign up for Mailchimp account
Set up recipient list in Mailchimp
All club members
Guests who attended past meetings

For each newsletter issue:
Compose a Mailchimp campaign
Send campaign



How to publish a Club Newsletter?
A comparison

PDF DIRECT

Pros • Simple to Create
• Low learning curve
• Easy list maintenance

• Versatile
• Can track and analyze performance
• Easy list maintenance
• List segmentation possible
• Easy collaboration

Cons • Collaboration hard
• All-or-nothing mailing list

• Steeper learning curve
• Theme customization would take 

longer
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How to design a club newsletter?
PDF newsletter tips

Header
Content

Table of 
Contents

Often, no 
footer

Number of 
columns



How to design a club newsletter?
Email with PDF Newsletter

A simple email
Attach PDF
Add Table of 

Contents
Footer



How to design a club newsletter?
Email components

From
 To
Subject

Preview Text
Body



How to design a club newsletter?
Email components

From
 To
Subject

Preview Text
Body

“Nick Name” <email address>

“District 57 News” <news@d57tm.org>
“D57 Masterclass” <masterclass@d57tm.org>

“Joe Smith” <joesmith@gmail.com>



How to design a club newsletter?
Email components

From
 To
Subject

Preview Text
Body



How to design a club newsletter?
Email components

From
 To
Subject

Preview Text
Body

Header

Content

Footer



How to design a club newsletter?
Email Newsletter Header and Footer

Header
Mostly Fixed
(skip when 

sending PDF 
newsletter)

Footer
Must offer

Unsubscribe
Option

(Automated
In Group, 

Mailchimp)



How to design a club newsletter?
Email Newsletter Content – Mailchimp

Mailchimp 
layout design
is outside this
talk’s scope

 Text, Boxed Text, 
and Divider are 
sufficient for most 
newsletters



How to design a club newsletter?
Mailchimp content tips 

Use
Text
Header
If
Possible



How to design a club newsletter?
Mailchimp content tips 

Consider posting
Large items on
Website and 
Linking to them
From newsletter

Above: Too much of a digest

Right: Gives a little more info 
and context thereby making
The newsletter more substantial



How to design a club newsletter?
Common content tips 

 Balance text and images for engagement

 Draw on the meeting contents
Prepared speeches, Meeting theme, word-of-the-

day etc.

 Include member achievements
 Level and path completions, Triple Crown, OATM, 

contest wins etc.



How to design a club newsletter?
Common content tips – Contd

 Include club achievements
DCP progress, members added, membership 

drive awards, excellence awards etc.

Add member focused articles

Add member contributed articles



How to design a club newsletter?
Common content tips – Contd

Scour the District website for news and articles

Swap articles with fellow club newsletter 
editors (Remember to give proper credit)

Keep an open mind and add to the above as 
situation warrants
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How is a Club Newsletter a PR tool?
For non-members






How is a Club Newsletter a PR tool?
For members

Creates club awareness

Promotes a sense of belonging

Builds goodwill

Fosters loyalty – leads to member retention
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Putting it all together
Random thoughts on newsletters

Why they Work
 Persistency
 Regularity
 Relevance
 Call-to-action

Why Mailchimp?
• Has a free plan
• Mature platform

Frequency
 Match meeting frequency
 Schedule midway between meetings

Content Policy
• Speech topics
• Meeting theme
• Member 

achievements



Putting it all together
3 Steps to publishing a club newsletter

1. Decide platform & frequency
“PDF” – lower learning curve but less functional
“Direct” – higher learning curve, but more 

versatile. Mailchimp for free option
2. Do initial setup
3. Start publishing
Create, review, publish



Questions?
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District 57
Club Newsletter Contest

2020



D57 Club Newsletter Contest 2020
Details

 DEADLINE:
May 31, 2020

 WHERE TO SUBMIT: 
club-newsletter@d57tm.org

 WHAT TO SUBMIT: 
Minimum of 2 newsletter issues, at least one in May

mailto:club-newsletter@d57tm.org


D57 Club Newsletter Contest 2020
Incentives

CLUB PRIZES:
[Toastmasters Gift Certificates]
$100 – First Place
$75   – Second Place
$50   – Third Place

WINNING EDITOR: 
[Amazon Gift Card]
$25   - First Place

Entries will be judged

and

Prizes awarded

in June 2020



D57 Club Newsletter Contest 2020
Rules

 Email newsletters only
 Email submissions to club-newsletter@d57tm.org

must be exact replicas of what is sent to club 
members

Minimum newsletter frequency: Monthly

Complete information about the contest is available 
at https://d57tm.org/club-newsletter-contest-2020/

mailto:club-newsletter@d57tm.org
https://d57tm.org/club-newsletter-contest-2020/


Questions?



Thank You!

Venkat Raman
venkat@ramancopywriting.com

mailto:venkat@ramancopywriting.com
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